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SUMMARY

This article describes how to determine that amount of pressure to use while using the HS-3-C and the HS-4-C Beaver heat press machines. 

Applies to
Thermopatch HS3C and HS4C Heat Presses
User Level: Novice, requires knowledge of heat seal equipment operation
Symptom 

Broken parts on the upper and/or lower platens rendering the machine unusable.  It has been found that increasing the pressure too much can sheer the links holding the platens together.
Problem
Since there is an adjustment for pressure, it is possible to raise the lower platen, by turning it counter clockwise.  

SOLUTION

How to Correctly Adjust the Pressure: 

According to the latest user manual, it is stated in 3.3.2, Setting Pressure, the following:

“The machine gives you the opportunity to alter the pressure by giving the lower platen one or more whole turns clockwise to decrease and counter clockwise to increase pressure.

Settings may variate with the thickness of the material.  Under normal circumstances a higher pressure gives a better sealing result.  Note that too much pressure can put the heat sealable glue through the textile with unsightly results.”

Here is more information from Thermopatch on how to judge if the pressure is correct.  It should not take too much effort or pressure to close the platen.  The way to tell is to put the material that you will be heat pressing into the machine, and press the upper platen down.  The pressure should only press the bottom platen down to a maximum of 1/8”.  If the pressure is too much, it will require an excessive amount of force to latch the upper platen in the down position.  Another way to tell is to pull the upper platen down while sitting down.  If you are lifted off the chair to pull the platen down it is incorrectly adjusted.  If you compress the lower platen more than 1/8” or it requires too much pressure, move the lower platen in a clockwise direction to decrease the pressure till it is correct.
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For more information about operating the HS-3-C and HS-4-C Beaver Heat Presses, please consult the User Guide that came with the equipment, or go to www.thermopatch.nl under support.  

